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From the Editor
Most of us suffer from provincial vision. What happens to us or affects our
future becomes the basis of our judgment. We are like Chicken Little who
when hit on the head by a falling acorn concluded, and indeed announced,
that "the sky is falling."
We witness much that gives evidence of the decline of Western Civilization
and the rise of alien cultures that seem to threaten us. And as we see "our
world" threatened we see all kinds of eschatological implications in it. What
we forget is that what looks to us like the late.afternoon of our civilization is
to the emerging peoples of Africa and Asia and South America the dawn of a
new day filled with promise and hope.
God does not have provincial vision. He is not impressed with Western
Civilization or Eastern; Black power or the white man's burden. And if we
could see life and history from God's perspective we would not despair but
would take courage.
The article "Who Says the Church Is Dying?" is an attempt to enlarge our
vision. In Africa, South America, in parts of Asia, and in Indonesia there are
great movements of the Spirit and growth of the church. It will raise both
your sights and your spirit. The writer has served as a missionary in the Congo
which has no doubt helped to correct his vision.
One of the marks of our times is the Charismatic movement—the speaking
in tongues. The attitude toward "tongues" varies from enthusiasm to
opposition with a large segment confused in between. The article which
appears in this issue is, we believe, an objective and biblical evaluation of the
movement.
In this issue we receive more information on the Church in Africa as seen
at the General Conference. It will be interesting to see how the Holy Spirit
leads the Church in Africa as that church assumes independent status and
finds solutions to the issues and takes advantage of the opportunities. This
may be the time for the Church in America to pray especially that we have
our provincial vision corrected.
The two short articles from India (page 10) contrast life outside the gospel
and the new life found in Christ.
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Editorial
The Recovery of Discipline
In recent editorials we have expressed our conviction that
the temper of the times calls for a renewed emphasis upon
the quality of discipleship. If the Church is to be salt and
light in the closing decades of this century there needs to be
a recovery of disciplined Christian living.
This quality of discipleship will be marked by an
experience that is Christ-centered and Spirit-born. It must
move a man at the very center of his being. It deals with
loyalties and values. The test of its validity will be the new
man in Christ. One of the evidences of this new life will be
obedience to the biblical pattern for this new life, especially
that which Jesus taught.
We have attempted to show that in neither experience
nor in obedience does a man act alone. The new birth is a
birth into a family—the Church. Ttie unity of which Jesus
spoke in the Gospel of John; the use of the word Brethren
throughout the New Testament; and Paul's use of the body
as a symbol of the Christian community all point to the
truth that no one is a Christian "in his own way."
If this interpretation of the role of the Church in the life
of a Christian is correct then the Church has a responsibility
to the member. This responsibility includes helping to
determine what discipleship means and assisting the members to fulfill the call to obey. It is to this role of the
Church that we want to turn our attention.
The Church has taken varied approaches to how it aids
the members in living out their faith.
There is the tendency on the part of some to relegate
obedience to the direction of the Spirit. If a man is truly
converted and if he takes advantage of the means of
grace—scriptures and the sacraments—the Spirit will lead
him into a life of obedience and discipleship. But neither
the Great Commission nor the Epistles give support to the
idea that if the heart is right everything will come out all
right. The need for teaching is explicit in the New
Testament.
There is another position taken in which the Church deals
in biblical principles but not specifics unless the Bible is
clearly specific. Temperance, stewardship, separation, love,
and forgiveness are principles which should guide the
Christian's life. The expressions of these principles become
largely a personal matter. It is obvious that the Bible
presents great principles which should guide a Christian in
his style of life. But it becomes so easy to give assent to
principles but to not see the application of these principles
especially in one's own life.
This leads to a third position in which the Church not
only identifies the principles proclaimed in the Bible but
seeks to apply these principles in concrete forms. Most of
us are too blinded by prejudice and selfishness to transform
principles into practice without the help and counsel of the
Church and our fellow Christians. This is especially true in
our inter-personal relationships and social involvements.
February 25, 1970

A fourth position finds the Church not only serving in
the role of teacher and counsellor but also in the requiring
of obedience. Obedience is taken seriously and discipline is
exercised to assure the integrity of the Church and the
redemption of the brother. The term legalism has been
associated with this position.
As good as are the intentions of this approach, it has
some serious shortcomingsIt gives a false sense of security. The logical outcome is to
assume that obedience to laws is identical to a saving
relationship with Christ.
It is an impossible approach. There is no limit to the
details to be spelled out. The multitude of Sabbath laws in
Jesus' time reveals the logical end of legalism.
It is selective. Some biblical principles can be codified
into rules; others cannot. And it is the weightier matters, to
use a phrase coined by Jesus, that resist being codified.
Finally, it cuts the very nerve of Christian discipleship
which is based on love and relationship. Laws may force a
husband to support his wife and children but no law has
been passed that can force him to love them.
In fact, legalism is too easy a way to express Christian
discipleship. For Christian discipleship is neither assent to
truth nor observance of law. It is a commitment of life-a
relationship of trust—a denial and death of self.
What then can the Church do?
Basic must be the conviction that repentance and faith
imply obedience. Obedience is not an option; it is the
essence of discipleship. This needs to be crystal clear in the
evangelistic and nurture ministries of the Church.
Membership in the Church is a serious act which carries
obligations as well as benefits. Membership assumes that the
one seeking membership has been born of the Spirit and is
willing to assume the responsibilities and obligations of
identification and fellowship with a group of believers. He
is sensitive to the will of the group. He measures his life by
the counsel of the Church.
The Church is not only concerned that the members
know what their attitudes and practice should be but also
that they observe to do them. What is the alternative to a
legalism? What about discipline?
It is here that the fellowship of the Christian community
has its real test and its finest hour. Having made the
fellowship meaningful by an understanding of conversion
and membership it is then by love and concern; prayer and
study; sharing and counsel that the life of the group is
maintained.
We should understand that discipline is not primarily
punitive but redemptive. The purity of the Church is its
secondary concern. Its primary concern is the redemption
of the brother and the sensitivity of us all to the life of
obedience.
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This is the heyday of the prophets of
doom.
"Our uncontrolled population explosion makes mass starvation imminent," they tell us. "Our mushrooming
technology has dehumanized us. Our
society has become so masochistic and
violence-hungry that crime is spiraling
out of control. A racial revolution is
threatening to destroy us. The arms race
presses us inexorably toward nuclear
holocaust. Our most knowledgeable
men are highly pessimistic about man's
future on this planet. Because God has
not intervened, He either is oblivious to
our plight or is dead, and the Church
has failed."
The effect of daily bombardment by
such headlines is overwhelming. Gradually we succumb to them. If it is all that
bad, we say, the world probably is on a
landslide to catastrophe;. and if the
Church is no longer a shaping force in
society, there's not much left for us
Christian people to do but to sit with
our noses in a corner, hold our heads
and wait for doom to descend.
It is not my purpose in this article to
minimize our crises. It is rather to put
them in their proper perspective. Contrary to prevailing opinion, I believe
that never before have God and His
Church been a more dynamic force in
total human society than they are today.
Before I give you my reasons for
believing this to be true, we must first
unmuddle some definitions. Let's make
sure we know what we're talking about.
Western civilization is not synonymous
with the Church; and western civilization is but a small piece of the pie that
makes up our world. First, we'll look at
western civilization; then at;God's purpose with mankind; and finally at the
world at large.
The architect of western civilization
has been the white man. Western civilization will not likely collapse tomorrow. Yet, barring the intervention of
some miraculous force of revival, it is
increasingly evident that western civilization is on its way out. Honest rational
people cannot escape the fact that our
contemporary society now disturbingly
stereotypes that of the Roman Empire
in its decline. Note a few parallels from
Gibbon's History of the Decline and
Fall of the Roman Empire written in
the eighteenth century:
Secularization of religion, the flaunting of justice in the name of individual
rights until none could be found guilty,
sexual licentiousness in the name of
moral freedom, growing thirst for violence and bloodshed, the worship of
extravagance and affluence by a ruling
minority while masses groveled in pover4

ty, the imitation by male opinion leaders of hair styles and dress of the
feminine sex . . .
The fate of our civilization is being
sealed by its members who could alter
the picture, but shrug off their responsibility. "History has nothing to do with
our present conduct," they say. "Morality is totally relative. Sex is to be
enjoyed. All that matters is that we have
an understanding with each other."
This suffices for our look at western
civilization. Apart from our feelings
about these things, what is God's purpose with mankind?
We may be terribly occupied with the
problems which plague our society. But
God is supra-history. America 1970 is
but a tiny point along a spectrum of
time which He sees stretching from an
infinite past into an infinite future.
America can come and go like the
twenty-six empires which, according to
the historian Toynbee, have risen and
and fallen before it. The end of America, or even of western civilization, does
not mean the end of the world.
God can permit this to happen because He is not primarily concerned
with the preservation of nations or
civilizations. His primary concern is to
accomplish that purpose for which He
sent His Son Jesus Christ into the
world: to reconcile man unto Himself.
The prophet Daniel reminds us that
"The Most High ruleth in the kingdom
of men, and giveth it to whomsoever He
will; He sets up one and puts down
another" (Dan. 4:17).
God's pattern throughout history has
been to raise up a society for the
purpose of glorifying Him; He gives it
resources which are to be used to point
all men towards knowing Him. When
members of that society make free
choices which corrupt and pervert His
purposes, God removes His hand of
blessing off that society, allows its
disintegration, and moves to a new
society which is willfully responsive to
His purposes.
It is clear that God chose the nation
of Israel for such a purpose. When the
Jewish people rejected Jesus Christ,
they sealed their rebellion against God's
purpose for them to be a missionary
nation to the world. Jesus wept over
them because their house was "left unto
them desolate"; then He prophesied
their destruction as a nation (Mt. 23:37,
38; 24). The Roman General Titus and
his armies fulfilled that prophecy in 70
A.D. I can all but hear the prophets of
doom affirming that this was the end of
the world; that God no longer had a
stake in mankind. But such was not the
case.

WHO SAYS

THE
CHURCH
IS VYING
LeviKeidel

By 70 A.D. Paul had completed his
missionary journeys, and the light of the
gospel had begun to glimmer in Europe.
Eventually hordes of wild bloodthirsty
Huns overran and destroyed Rome. Who
were their descendants? The gospel
transformed them into men like Martin
Luther, John Calvin, John Huss, Ulrich
Zwingli.
Then the flame of God's truth caught
in the British Isles; its pagan peoples
worshiped trees and wells and sacrificed
human beings to their gods. From them
came men like William Tyndale, John
Wycliffe, John Bunyan, Isaac Watts,
John Wesley. For all its turbulent history, God used Britain to greatly extend
His purpose. Britain established a colonial empire which paved the way for
world-wide mission work. Britain produced men like William Carey, the
father of modern missions; and David
Livingstone, the great Christian explorer
who opened up Central Africa to the
work of missions.
Evangelical Visitor

be preached as a witness to all nations,
and then the end would come (Mt.
24:14). The Apostle John in his apocalyptic vision saw the culmination of this
grand purpose of God. After he watched
the curtain fall ending the drama of
time, he saw " . . . a great multitude,
which no man could number, of all
nations, kindreds, peoples, and tongues,
standing before the throne and before
the Lamb, clothed with white robes,
with palms in their hands, crying, 'Salvation to our God Who sits upon the
throne, and unto the Lamb.' "
Is this still the plan God has mapped
out for us? Or have developments in our
contemporary society forced Him to
re-program?
Our thinking is terribly provincial.
Because the gospel is no longer a powerful shaping force in our own society, we
conclude that God is no longer at work
anywhere. We act like the little corner
where we white folks live is the only
place in the world that really counts.
What about the rest of the world where
live the majority of its population?
What is God doing today in the world at
large?

Our own nation was founded by
God-fearing men. It is abundantly clear
to anyone save an atheist or agnostic,
that God's blessing upon us as a nation
has been without precedent. I believe
He has so blessed us because He saw
that we could be used in His purposes to
channel the blessings of the gospel to
the ends of the earth.
Since 1860 the United States has been
responsible for the greatest period of
global missionary expansion in the history of the Church. Due to rapid technological and sociological developments
since World War II this trend is now in
decline. Nonetheless, according to the
best available figures, there are still
36,356 United States citizens serving as
foreign missionaries.
In the mind of God, this purpose
stretches unbroken into the future. Jesus declared that He would build His
Church among men, and that the gates
of Hell itself would never prevail against
it (Mt. 16:18). He said the gospel would
February 25, 1970

In many societies beyond our own,
God is mightily at work accomplishing
His purpose of bringing men to Himself
through Jesus Christ. It is estimated that
never in history have so many people
been added to the Church daily as are
being added today. Let's take a brief
look at what's happening elsewhere.
In the Far East, church growth has
been making headlines. In Korea the
Protestant Church has grown from its
inception in 1884 to a membership of
2,600,000 today. Since the Korean war,
the South Korean church has grown 300
percent. In Indonesia over 250,000 people have made professions of faith in
Christ in the past 30 months; this
includes the greatest turning from Islam
to Christianity in history. In the last 20
years the church in Taiwan has grown
900 percent. Because of revival spreading through the islands of New Guinea,
the Protestant community now makes
up 20.7 percent of their total population.
The average North American pastor
struggles against a declining membership. However, in countries to our
south, the Latin American church is
growing at the phenomenal rate of 10
percent per year; this is three times
faster than one of the highest population growth rates in the. world. In the
last 30 years, the number of Latin
American evangelical Christians has
grown 600 percent to a current
15,000,000. During 1968 in little Colombia alone, baptized Protestant communicants increased by 13,684.

A revival has been underway in Tanzania, East Africa, for several years.
Missionaries report that the most crucial
problem is keeping up with all the new
converts. A revival which began in the
early forties is still producing phenomenal church growth among the Walama
tribesmen of Southern Ethiopia. In the
limited geographic area of Congo where
I served as a missionary, in just over half
a century of history the church has
grown to a current 30,000 baptized
members; during a month-long evangelistic effort there in 1968 over 6,000
persons committed themselves to Jesus
Christ.
Today the Church has firmly taken
root on every continent and has been
planted in virtually every country. It is
believed there may be only one country
which remains without a Christian:
Chinese Outer Mongolia. The words of
Isaac Watts have found a degree of
fulfillment today, when Jesus does reign
"where'er the sun doth its successive
courses run."
And it may be that the best is yet to
come. Church growth is now being
spurred by the techniques of mass communications. It will be given further
impetus by the increasing use of the
techniques of the social sciences. Dr.
Donald McGavran, who is the director
of the Church Growth Institute at Pasadena, California, and probably the
world's leading expert on church growth
says, "The Church is on the verge of the
greatest period of growth in its history.
The 40 years ahead of us are the most
challenging and hopeful the Church has
ever seen."
Who says the Church is dying?
J. B. Phillips believes today's problems should be laid elsewhere than at
the door of the Church. He writes:
"What proportion of people do you
suppose have ever tried to take the
teaehings of Jesus Christ seriously in
any given century? My guess is a very
small percentage. Most people who have
troubled themselves to learn what Jesus
Christ really said and did, don't do
anything about it. So how can you be
surprised when the result is so poor?
Christianity—the real thing—has never
failed. But it hasn't been given a fair
chance to work, by most people. Don't
blame Christianity for the mess the
world is in. Blame people—maybe yourself."*
You who languish in doom corner, lift
up your eyes! See what is going on in
the world. Then make yourself a part of
it.
*Plain Christianity, MacMillan

While it is God's will that all be filled
with the Spirit, the Scripture clearly
states that not all are given the gift of
tongues (I Cor. 12:11, 30). Tongues is
no more a test of the Spirit than
teaching or preaching. Paul says we are
not to deny this gift or magnify it above
others. In fact, he says, "I would rather
speak five words with my mind, in order
to instruct others, than ten thousand
words in a tongue." This he says, not to
disparage the gift of tongues but to
point out its comparative significance in
the body. It might be significant that
through the centuries of the Christian

the Holy Spirit to be coveted or sought
above any other.
What is the test of the possession of
the Holy Spirit? The sign of the Spirit is
not one or two spectacular gifts but the
exercise of the fruit of the Spirit; love,
joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.
The gift of tongues is confined to
approximately three chapters of the
New Testament. The tongues of Pentecost is different from the ecstatic utterance in I Corinthians. It is mentioned in
I Corinthians because of the misunderstanding of the gift, while the fruit of

tongues-sign op the
John M. Drescher

As one who is much interested in the
charismatic movement of today I am
saddened when unscriptural statements
are made which build a basis of reproach for a movement which has much
to offer the church.
If there is one thing clearly obvious, it
is that the Christian church needs an
outpouring of the Holy Spirit. The
dynamic which only the Holy Spirit can
give is desperately needed. The gifts of
the Spirit are needed by the church. We
have seen enough of the frenzied, foolish striving in the strength of the flesh.
The frozen wastelands of formalism can
be thawed only by the melting work of
the Holy Spirit. Ritualistic religion will
not do for those who seek a personal
God who Uves today. And, thank God,
there are many signs that God's Spirit is
being poured out in these last days.
However, an idea which persists by
word and inference many times is that
the gift of tongues is a requirement, a
test or mark of the Holy Spirit. This
turns some off immediately because a
remark or inference that speaking in
tongues is the necessary evidence of
filling of the Holy Spirit is in direct
opposition to Scripture.
This article appeared as an editorial in the
Gospel Herald of which the writer is editor.

spmit?

faith the great spiritual giants do not
testify to the possession of the gift of
tongues.
Genuine religion has always been harassed by imitators. So we need the
attitude of candor and caution in order
to be receptive to all God's blessings and
to avoid false doctrine. Perhaps no other
gift of the Spirit can so easily be
imitated as tongues. On the other hand
some have found not only a fresh but
entirely new spiritual meaning and
warmth in the exercise of this gift.
Scripture points out certain spiritual
restrictions in regard to tongues. First
only three people are permitted to
speak in tongues (I Cor. 14:27). God
does not desire confusion and disorder.
Second, no more than one should speak
at a time (I Cor. 14:27). A multiple
display of tongues in public is contrary
to Scripture. Third, where there is any
public speaking in tongues there is to be
an interpretation (I Cor. 14:28). And
fourth, it appears women are excluded
from speaking in tongues in a public
service (I Cor. 14:34). Note that Paul's
statement "Let your women keep silence in the churches" is in the context
of tongues. It is not in contradiction to
woman's vocal participation in the
church in I Corinthians 11.
A careful study of I Corinthians, and
the Book of Acts, gives no support to
the idea that speaking in an unknown
tongue is either the evidence of the
baptism of the Holy Spirit or is a gift of

the Spirit is stressed throughout the
Scripture.
So the power or baptism of the Holy
Spirit is not attested primarily or necessarily by spectacular gifts but by the
portrayal of inviolate character. Is one
Christlike?
According to the Scripture the primary work of the Holy Spirit is to
magnify Christ and make us Christlike.
When we seek anything but Christ Himself we become confused by side issues,
and will finally fall. A big part of the
trouble with the Corinthian church was
that they had turned their eyes from
Jesus Christ. So Paul came determined
to know nothing except Jesus Christ
and Him crucified. He tells them Christ,
not tongues, must be the center of their
striving and affection.
Thus, we do not forbid to speak in
tongues. Wherever God's Spirit is at
work there this gift will likely be given
to some persons just as the other gifts
will be given to other persons. We do
say, however, that when speaking in
tongues becomes a test of the baptism
of the Spirit there is false doctrine
expressed.
Therefore it is good to remember that
the test of the Holy Spirit's control and
baptism is not so much in the gifts of
the Spirit but in the fruit of the Spirit.
We are inclined to laud the former
because they are spectacular. We need
to long for the latter because they are
spiritual.
Evangelical Visitor

Religious News
Clergy, Laymen, Gear for Canadian
Congress on Evangelism
One of the most representative religious gatherings in Canadian history will
bring together ministers and laymen
from mainline and newer denominational groups for the 1970 Canadian Congress on Evangelism in Ottawa the last
full week of August.
The Rev. Leslie Tarr, administrator of
Central Baptist Seminary, told the Toronto Daily Star that some advocates of
traditional evangelism are uneasy over
the social emphasis which they fear will
smother the evangelical thrust. Dr. Paul
B. Smith, pastor of The People's
Church, is among those who will not
support the congress.
Tarr said other evangelicals—notably
from the newer denominations—are
playing leading roles in the Ottawa
gathering. More than 800 representatives from 37 Protestant denominations
will converge on the National Arts
Centre for the Aug. 24-28 congress.
Missions through Business,
New ISI Concept for Evangelism
Christian business and professional
men are being recruited to serve as lay
missionaries who will initiate business
enterprises in underdeveloped areas pinpointed by missionaries.
The new dimension in missionary
outreach is a project of International
Students, Inc. The program will attempt
to complement and strengthen the established program of International Students, Inc.—the introducing of Jesus
Christ to foreign guests while they are
studying or working in America.
Scores Churches for
Lack of Guidance
Churches have failed to guide their
members on deciding the issues of peace
and war, according to a United Methodist theologian from Atlanta.
"People in my own denomination
have acted from their liberal Utopian
positions of the 1930's when they
spelled out church stands," said Theodore Weber.
Groups like the Mennonites, Weber
stated, "have done the best job of
helping people decide the morality of
war." But he said with groups open to
possible justification of the use of force,
like the Methodists, it has been "a
different ball game altogether."
Graham Says Only "Tiny Minority"
Threatens University System
There are only a "tiny minority" of
young radicals who want to overturn
the existing university system in the
United States, evangelist Billy Graham
said in Waco, Texas, at a convocation
February 25, 1970

service marking the 125th birthday of
Baylor University.
The evangelist said most of those
involved in the "student revolution" are
"a great group of "youngsters who are
serious searchers for meaning in life."
Denominations Lose Church Properties
As High Court Refuses to Intervene
By refusing to intervene in two cases
involving appeals from the Presbyterian
Church, U.S. (Southern) and the
Churches of God, the U.S. Supreme
Court has allowed seceding congregations to take over church property that
normally has been vested in the denominations.
Even more peculiar, the Court refused
to act despite the fact that in January
1968 it had overruled Georgia's Supreme Court which had awarded the
Southern Presbyterian church properties
to the congregations.
Since that decision, the Georgia court
had reheard the case and ruled a second
time that the property should be awarded to the seceding congregations. In
effect, some observers claimed, the U. S.
Supreme Court may have permitted
itself to be "overruled" on a "technicality" by a lower judiciary.
In January 1969, Justice William J.
Brennan wrote the majority opinion in
which the Court rejected the Georgia
court's view that the properties of the
Hull Memorial and Eastern Heights
churches of Savannah should be held by
the seceding congregations.
The congregations had charged that
"liberal pronouncements" of Southern
Presbyterian
leaders and agencies
showed that the denomination had
changed its doctrine, thus they claimed
that they were entitled to the property
as upholders of true denominational
doctrine.
In the 1969 case, the U.S. Supreme
Court held that civil courts may not
base their decisions on religious doctrine.
Nine Churches Ready to Merge
A merger of nine Protestant and Anglican church bodies have announced in
San Francisco they are ready to merge
into a single unit.
The move may take place in two
years, a spokesman said, adding that the
clergy and laity involved are now working on a draft plan of union which
would outline the structure of the unified church. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake,
general secretary of the World Council
of Churches, met with the church leaders to discuss the union. Blake proposed
the merger 10 years ago, along with the
late Episcopal Bishop James Pike.
The denominations involved include
the African Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, Chris-

tian, Christian Methodist Episcopal,
Episcopal, United Methodist, Presbyterian Church in the United States (Southern), United Church of Christ and United Presbyterian.
Segregation Policy Abolished
By a Presbyterian Church
The First Presbyterian Church of
Sumter, S. C , has abolished its segregation policy.
Dr. Cliff H. McLeod, pastor, announced the policy change to the congregation at a worship service. The
church's session, governing body, has
revised the policy so that "any person
who presents himself in an orderly
fashion will be allowed to attend the
service." Dr. McLeod defined "service"
as covering the-"preaching services" on
Sunday morning and evening and the
midweek prayer service.
Amnesty Asked for Draft Evaders
The president of the United Church
of Christ, father of a Vietnam war
veteran who was severely wounded in
action, holds that President Nixon
should ask Congress to act at once to
declare an amnesty for draft resisters
and deserters.
First White Couple Goes Overseas
With Carver Mission
The Rev. and Mrs. Henry Hungerpiller
and their children sailed to Liberia at
year's end as the first white couple
serving abroad under the Carver Foreign
Mission.
Carver Foreign Mission was founded
14 years ago to provide a field of service
for Negro mission candidates who were
not generally accepted by other agencies
at that time. The Hungerpillers previously served several terms in Liberia with
another mission. The six other missionaries with Carver are Negroes.
Search on for Noah's Ark
A $1 million expedition has been
organized in Los Angeles to try melting
a frozen lake on Mt. Ararat in Turkey in
hopes of finding the remains of Noah's
Ark.
Ralph E. Crawford, president of
Search Foundation, Inc., of Washington,
D.C. told a news conference that several
pieces of hand-tooled wood more than
4,000 years old had been found in an
ice pack near the 14,000-foot level on
the 17,000-foot mountain in northeast
Turkey near the Soviet Border. Search
Foundation will set up a base camp this
spring and begin studying ways to melt
a 100-by-450 foot glacier covering the
find in the summer of 1971.
The prow of a ship was allegedly
viewed jutting from the Mt. Ararat ice
pack in 1840 by avalanche workers.
Commercial pilots since then have reported sighting a ship-like shadow in the
ice near the top of the barren, treeless
mountain.
(Continued on page fourteen)
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Missions

LANDMARKS
Brethren in Christ General Conference in Africa
Mtshabezi Mission-December 12-17, 1969

Election of First African Bishop

The Rev. P. M. Kumalo was elected
Bishop of the Rhodesian church for the
next five years. The decision was preceded by hours of prayer and deliberation by the Bishop's Nomination Committee. The Conference body was united in the assurance of Divine guidance
and blessing in this important step.
A second reading of a bylaw amendment gave the church in Africa legal
basis for possessing property.
A fifteen-man committee was formed
to study polygamy from the viewpoints
of anthropology, history, and—supremely—the Scriptures. It was felt that polygamy, a growing social and spiritual
problem in Africa today, merited the
careful attention of the church. Some of

the liveliest debate of the conference
centered around this issue.
Outreach to Botswana
The Conference was keenly interested
in the report from the Executive Board
of the exploratory tours into this potential mission field: difficulties of travel
through a dry, sandy, poverty-stricken
land, the living habits of the people, and
their eagerness for an evangelical witness
in the area.
Other evidences of deepening concern
for outreach: Discussion of the appointment of Rev. Graybill Brubaker as
organizing secretary of the New Life for
All program in all of Zambia by the
Christian Council—with its responsibility for our support k and prayers. In
Rhodesia the Mobile Bible School, after
several trial runs, will continue opera-

Conference Staff: Assistant Chairman H. F. Kipe, Chairman A. J. Book, Secretary D. R. Zook,
and Reading Clerks Isaac M. Mpofu and Norman Bert.

Bishop-elect P. Kumalo receives a "God bless
you" and assurance of support from the
present bishop, Alvin J. Book, immediately
after announcement to the Conference.

tion with Glenn and Beth Frey in
charge.
Youth Program Strengthened

Steps were taken toward appointing a
full time youth director in Rhodesia.
Selected teams of Christian youth in
both Rhodesia and Zambia will be
mobilized to visit and inspire other
young people in outlying areas.
Deputation Teams

The visit of Rev. Henry N. Hostetter
and Rev. J. Earl Musser, representing
the Board for Missions, brought direction and stimulus to the Conference. An
up-to-date report on trends in Missions
was given by Brother Hostetter. Brother
Musser explained recent developments
in programmed learning through seminary extension training.
Tribute was given to Brother Hostetter for more than twenty years of
dedicated service in Missions Administration. As an expression of love and
appreciation he was presented with a
copper coffee table and an illustrated
book on Africa.
Leslie M. Khumalo, Principal of Teacher
Training Institute, giving report.

Evangelical

Visitor

The Deputation Brethren, Henry N. Hostetter
(Administrative Assistant), and former missionary to Africa, J. Earl Musser (now Director of Missions), meet the people, here chatting with Ammon Mweetwa.

Inspiration and Impressions

"There has been a willingness to face,
investigate and seek better understanding of problems which have existed for a
long time," commented one veteran
missionary. Business, Bible study, and
prayer sessions were characterized by
honesty and earnest seeking for the
direction of the Holy Spirit.
The spiritual tone of the conference
was enlivened by the contribution of
the young people. There were thirteen
I-W's from Zambia and Rhodesia. They
were busy helping to direct youth meetings, washing cups after tea, sharing in a
variety of special music, and joining in
the all night prayer chain.
Since it had been two years since the
last conference, the African church and
the missionaries were especially thankful for this privilege of fellowship.
It was the concern of Conference that
the witness for Christ remain constant
and vibrant during the coming months
of turnover and transition. Only thus
can new advance be possible in building
His Kingdom.
-Mary Olive Lady
Dr. Joseph Engle, Henry Ncube, and Earl
Musser in conversation.

February 25,1970

Musical groups add inspiration and variety to the Conference sessions. Here Mrs. Frank Kipe
conducts a voluntary choir.
I-W's singing: Front—Lawrence Mummau, Steve Ginder, Wesley Frey, Richard Martin, Dale
Bicksler. Back-Garth Winger, David Kipe (hidden), John Musser, Ron Book.

In appreciation for dedicated service, including repeated deputational visits to Africa, Ammon
Mweetwa, on behalf of the African leaders, has just presented a copper coffee table (at which the
group is looking) to Henry Hostetter, former Executive Secretary. Dave Brubaker stands ready to
present an illustrated book on Africa.

A Place
of Searching
from pictures and letters by
Harvey Sider

Famous as the site where Buddha
received his "enlightenment" and from
which he went out to preach his philosophy over 2500 years ago, Bodh Gaya
has become an international tourist attraction. India is encouraging all Buddhist-loving countries to erect its own
architecturally significant temple in this

area. The Buddhist Society will donate a
free plot of ground to any country
wanting to build a shrine or temple to
Buddha at Bodh Gaya.
For us at Banmankhi, Bodh Gaya is a
mere 390 kilometers [about 240 miles]
over rough roads, with many pedestrians
and animals to impede one's progress.
Since we have too little time to do
things as a family, we set aside two days
during Cheryl's winter vacation to visit
Bodh Gaya. The John Sider family—
with us in our jeep built for seven—and
our luggage left little room for the
children to exercise during the daylong
trip.
As we wandered through the ancient
main temple and the more modern Thai
and Tibetan buildings we were deeply
impressed with the magnificent architecture. At the same time, however, the
devout worshippers prostrating themselves before the large statue of Buddha—endlessly uttering incantations and
spinning their prayer wheels to arouse
their "helper"—awoke in us a sense of
utter desperation and lostness.
Adding interest to the scene were the
pilgrims. Some of these had descended
from the high Himalayan peaks. And
here and there was an occasional sheep-

Main Buddhist Temple at Bodh Gaya.

skin draped over the shoulders—in hot
India!
How our hearts went out to those
seeking THE WAY . . . groping, groping,
groping . . .

learn to love the Lord Jesus Christ and
to worship in this House of Prayer.

A Place
of Fulfillment
Leoda Buckwalter

From tender twig
to goodly cedar- Ezekiel 17:22
It was a fine spring day. We stood in
the magnificent HOUSE OF PRAYER
at Dohnavur Fellowship, not far from
the southern tip of India. We looked
above to the rafters made of teakwood
and marvelled. We remembered the historical setting—a place of refuge built by
the vision and labor of Amy CarmichaeK
Here in the peace of this sheltered
community live hundreds of children in
attractive homes. Orphaned boys and
girls are cared for by loving hands and
faithful hearts. Impressionable youth
10

. . . Children grow up. Moulded in
youth, the Dohnavur girls become members of the community as the years
press duties and responsibilities upon
them. To help them adjust to the
outside world as wives, mothers, or as
professional people, there is a home
here in the city of Bangalore for about a
dozen Dohnavur girls at a time, under
the guidance of two "sisters." Knowing
that teenage young people need to be
kept busy, they train their family in a
rather unique trade—making stuffed
toys for commercial sale. Let it be said
to their credit that they supply some of
the largest emporiums in the country.
We have visited the Home several
times. We find the girls seated on the
floor, with snippits of cloth, stuffing,
patterns, buttons, and other marks of
their trade in bold evidence. In the
corner of the room a radio! Songbooks
are also close at hand. The girls live a
disciplined life, spending the early
morning hours in devotions, then beginning their daily work of making toys to
gladden the hearts of children everywhere. As they work, they sing. Sometimes they listen as they cut and sew—
with the radio tuned to only one station, FEBC. They are regular listeners to
all the English and Tamil programs.

In the HOUSE OF PRAYER at Dohnavur
Fellowship.

The two Sisters are members of our
Febcom Prayer Fellowship. Through
their prayer and concern for the work,
the girls have also become very interested. Each new group of girls comes to see
the work here at the * office. Several
times they have brought tithe money,
from the sale of the toys, and have
asked that it be used for the furtherance
of the Gospel in Radio Evangelism.
If the Dohnavur Girls can thus become involved in the work of Jesus
Christ, what about you and me?
Evangelical Visitor

Pulpit and Pew

How to
Hold Your Pastor
Dear Andrew,
I can understand why you are alarmed
at the prospect of losing your pastor
after only two years. He came to you
highly recommended and in the first
year your church took a new lease on
life. There was opposition, of course,
but you expected him to weather it.
Now he is talking about leaving the
pastoral ministry—at least for a few
years—and you wonder why.
Let's get one thing straight at the
beginning. You hear a lot about pastors'
salaries, parsonages, travel allowances,
and opportunities for professional
growth. These are important, of course,
and your budget should provide adequately for them. But they are not the
most basic concerns. If there is trouble,
it usually goes deeper. It may have
something to do with the minister's own
struggle to find and to be himself. But it
could also be rooted in the way you and
the other members of your congregation
view the church and the responsibilities
and the roles you have as Christians
today. Since I don't know your minister
personally, let's talk now about your
problem and some of the ways you can
help to hold your pastor.
1. You can begin by encouraging him
and the rest of his family to live among
you not as exemplary saints trying to
set patterns of behavior but as fellow
human beings. Try to avoid making a
fuss over him, his wife, or his children.
Resist the temptation to be too inquisitive about their activities; grant them
the right of privacy, of making mistakes
February 25, 1970

and learning from them, and of choosing their own friends. Let them know
that you accept them just as you accept
other families into your fellowship.
2. I doubt that your pastor is impressed by the polite comments you
make after the service on Sunday. He
would prefer to hear honest expressions
from you, even if they indicate disagreement. He'd be glad to learn that something he said started you thinking in a
new direction. And he should hear from
you if you are struggling with a particular problem and the service helped—or
hindered. But he is not a performer and
he doesn't expect a round of applause.
He' would be happy to know that you
felt free to participate since it is your
service and not his show.
3. The trouble could just possibly lie
with the kind of expectation you bring
with you when you come to church. If
you go primarily to "draw apart from
the cares of life" and to receive some
kind of spiritual medicine that the
minister can impart to you from his
stores of knowledge and experience,
then you are likely to be disappointed.
The minister knows only too well that
neither he nor you can expect to be
relieved of every burden at the sanctuary door. But he may be able to guide
you in opening your hearts to one
another and to God. He knows that if
your faith is real, it must permeate your
life under all types of circumstances—
and that instead of asking to be relieved
of burdens, you should seek courage to
meet the responsibilities of life.

4. So don't be alarmed if, in addition
to offering consolation in times of grief
and pain, your pastor confronts you
with challenges and irritations that you
find upsetting. He cannot be true to the
gospel he is preaching unless he tells it
as it is—as he sees it, the way it is set
forth in the biblical message to which he
turns for authority. I doubt that anyone
can preach from the Bible without soon
having to deal with most currently
controversial topics. Don't insist that
your pastor avoid such issues as are also
treated in your newspaper. If you want
to hear only what agrees with your own
prejudices, there is not much point in
listening to anyone speak least of all to
a voice that seeks to echo the imperatives of God's Word.
5. .Take your minister into your confidence, and let him know how your
faith, or lack of it, affects the way you
live every day. Let him share in your
hopes and disappointments as you try
to fulfill your mission in the world
(your family, your job, your community) to which you have been called.
Don't be apologetic if the demands of
your mission as a Christian interfere
with your attendance at such church
activities. Perhaps your pastor can help
you most by freeing you to be a real
witness for Christ in areas where the
church cannot reach except as it reaches
out through you. To be such an enabler
is surely part of your minister's job. Let
him know when he is succeeding
through you.
6. If your pastor proposes changes he
thinks are necessary in order for your
church to come alive, give him your
support. Encourage a modest amount of
experimentation—and also a degree of
fermentation (the new wine working in
old skins). But also be prepared to give
him your honest evaluation of new
ideas. You might prefer to hold on to
some of the old ways just because you
feel comfortable with them. But others
in your church may need to be convinced that the church is finally coming
to grips with important issues—and that
could mean that some changes are overdue.
If you and most of the other laymen
in your church will conceive of the
Christian life as an exciting, sometimes
dangerous adventure that can take place
right here, right now—an adventure that
can change individual lives and can
begin to transform society—then I am
confident you will have little difficulty
in "holding" your pastor. He will want
to be out front with you—where the
action is.
Reprinted
from the
Used by permission.

Wesleyan

Advocate.
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Sunday School

A Group
That Is
a Friend

Elbert Smith

The writer is pastor of the Upland Congregation and chairman of the
denomination's
Commission on Sunday School. The article
reflects a ministry
within
the life of the
Upland Congregation.
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Ten young mothers meet Tuesday
morning. Three ladies meet Monday
evening. Half a dozen meet Wednesday
and frequently lunch together. Two
hundred and fifty come to the church
Wednesday morning for a two hour
program of study and lecture. Five men
meet Wednesday after prayer meeting.
There is an older group who meet for
cottage prayer meeting each Monday.
For a while two dozen men were meeting Thursday evening.
What do these groups have in common? What do they say to the Sunday
School?
(1) These groups are basically Bible
study groups. They want to know God's
Word better. They want answers to
problems in Christian living. They want
to reach others for Jesus Christ.
(2) These groups are all adults, and
adults are not supposed to be interested
in Sunday school and studying the
Bible. Many churches are discontinuing
adult Sunday school. Others are experimenting with discussion of books or
social issues. Many adults complain that
their class is a re-run of twenty years
ago, or it is simply reading the comments in the quarterly.
(3) The adult class can be just as
enthusiastic if it is willing to observe
certain basics.
First, people want to be involved.
Alta commented that often as you listen
to a sermon an idea strikes home, but
you do not have the opportunity to
pursue it or to talk back. Steve said he
liked the class because it was the one
time of the week that he could discuss
areas of personal concern. Esther Boyer,
who teaches one of the groups, says
they are trying to do three things: to
share in prayer concern, to find answers
which build strong marriage and good
parent-child relationships, and to grow
spiritually through Bible study.
Second, adults want to see results.
These groups invite neighbors and
friends. As they study together many
discover the meaning of salvation. It is
thrilling to hear the testimony of someone just saved. Growing Christians comment with excitement about new discoveries, and they are thrilled with the
working of the Holy Spirit. Some of the
groups take turns leading the Bible
study, and that too becomes a learning
experience.
At a recent luncheon of the Bible
Study Fellowship, 250 ladies from
many different denominations were telling what the Bible study had meant to
them. A girl who had been on drugs, a
wife whose husband had left her, a
church member of long standing, a
woman who had been through severe
sickness, one after another, told how

God had spoken to them, how they had
discovered new strength, how they had
come to know Jesus Christ as Saviour in
the past month or two or three. What if
our adult Sunday school class would
begin to see this kind of results?
Third, the class must be flexible
enough to talk to the need and problem
of the individual. The Bible is meant to
be a guide for life. But many times we
are scratching where it doesn't itch. We
need to be practical and personal in our
teaching.
Fourth, it takes a good teacher to pull
young couples from Los Angeles, from
Long Beach, Glendale, and areas closer
home. But they come because they feel
that here is someone who is interested
in them personally. They feel this group
is their friend. They feel they are loved
and accepted.
Oh yes, I should mention that we
have emphasized that Sunday school is
for Sunday morning, and prayer meeting is for Wednesday evening. But what
about all these other times? Aren't they
sacred too? Shouldn't we recognize the
power of their ministry? Shouldn't we
emphasize that they are part of the
church at study and prayer? Part of the
witness to our community?

Cook Unveils
Adult Teaching Aids
A packet of visual aid materials for
adults to be released next month completes the audio-visual line of the David
C. Cook Company from nursery
through adult.
The "Adult Teaching Aids" packet
follows the International Sunday School
Lesson, according to Cook's Editorial
Director C. Charles Van Ness, and helps
adults bridge the generation gap.
Included with the posters, discussion
aids, time-line chart, etc., is a recording
offering viewpoints of both adults and
young people on questions of morality.
The Cook planners say the recording
puts adult students in situations where
they must make moral decisions.
Evangelical
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Youth

me. I d o n ' t have the least inkling what
the future holds f o r me, but that will be
all the more exciting. I'm sure the
previous chapters in my life have only
been a means of preparing me for f u t u r e
chapters."
"When will my life end? I d o n ' t know
that either. But that's nothing to be
frightened about, for I'm sure my Author will finish it at the right moment
. . . A n d so I close this chapter of my
life w i t h a smile and tears; eager t o face
the future and yet sentimental about
leaving the things which have helped me
arrive where I a m . "

One entry was a prayer.

Cum

Paul Hostetler

*Summa Cum Laude is used in connection
with diplomas granted to outstanding graduates and means "with highest
distinction."
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" T h a n k y o u . Lord, for the quiet
moments which I can have every evening before going t o bed. It is so
refreshing, these moments w i t h Y o u .
May I sleep well tonight and awake w i t h
great anticipation f o r a new d a y . "

And finally, this confession.

Last semester Eunice Metzler, a Mennonite girl from Manheim, Pennsylvania,
was attending classes at Messiah College.
She was a hard working student and an
earnest Christian, the kind of person the
college is proud to have enrolled.
But on January 9th this bonnie lass of
19 years died following open-heart surgery. All her life she lived under the
shadow of a heart that threatened to
stop its labored beating. When she was
four years old the doctor said that she
probably wouldn't live past the age of
seven.
And so she lived her life intensely,
buying up the moments as treasured
jewels. Her parents recall that even as a
small child she talked much about heaven. It comes as no surprise then that she
accepted Christ as her Saviour at the age
of 10.
Eunice had her first open-heart operation in 1967. Her fearlessness in facing
the surgeon's knife then, and again more
recently, spoke to and challenged many
people. Her theme verse was: "The
eternal God is thy refuge; underneath
are the everlasting arms" (Deut. 33:27).
She had beautiful dark eyes which
glowed as focal lights in the setting of a
wistful face. My only encounter with
her was in a small prayer group not
many weeks before she died. I didn't
know she was ill then: I only noted that
she talked lovingly of her Lord and that
her fellow students gave careful attention when she spoke.
She, like many other girls, shared her
thoughts with her diary. On the day of
her funeral some of these were shared
with her friends. May these words speak
to you as they speak to me.
" A s I look forward t o the future, I am
able to face it w i t h eagerness and
anticipation for I know Christ will go
with me. His grace will be sufficient for

" G o d , I can't see You tonight; the
cloud is too big, too dark. But I know
Y o u are there. A n d I hear You saying,
"Wait on the L o r d ; be of good courage
and He shall strengthen thine heart.
Wait, I say, on the Lord.' A n d so I'll
wait because someday, someday soon,
I'll penetrate that cloud and fly t o
realms beyond i t ! "

And that is exactly what she did!
At this point I can hear some of you
sophisticated teens say, "Come off all
that sentimental jazz, and can the corny
stuff. Tell it like it is. Toss out the
euphonies. Face the harsh facts. Eunice
is dead, and she would rather be living
and going to classes.
Hold it. Don't blow your cool. Of
course Eunice is dead. I said so in the
third sentence of this article. And the
human in me is also resentful that she
died so young, and scared because my
own life guarantee is just as uncertain.
But her testimony is for real. You can
search qur world, and our universe, for a
better way to live and more confident
way to die, and you will come up empty
handed.
I choose to stake my life and hopes
with Eunice who declared, ". . . someday soon, I'll penetrate that cloud and
fly to realms beyond it!" and with the
Apostle Paul who joyfully proclaimed,
"For me to live is Christ; to die is gain."

Friends of Eunice approached the college administration requesting that the
small prayer chapel in Woodlawn Ladies
Residence be designated as a memorial
to Eunice who used "this chapel many
times during her semester of attendance.
Their request was approved and an
appropriate plaque will be placed in her
honor.
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Religious News

Miss Lois Conklin of the Walsingham
Church won first place in the M.C.C. Canada
speech contest. She won, in the unanimous
opinion of the three judges, over contestants
from Saskatchewan and Manitoba having previously placed first in the M.C.C. Ontario
contest. Miss Conklin was the guest of the
annual M.C.C. meeting in Chicago, January 23
and 24, where she delivered her address on
"Student Concern."

( C o n t i n u e d from page seven)
Peale Suggests St. Vitus
As U.S. "Patron Saint"
Dr. N o r m a n Vincent Peale, in t h e first
White House religious services of t h e
n e w year, told President Nixon and t h e
gathered g r o u p t h a t St. Vitus is t h e
p a t r o n saint of t h e United States.
" Y o u can shake yourself to pieces
with t e n s i o n , " he p o i n t e d o u t .
"We are n o w so n e r v o u s , " Dr. Peale
declared, " y o u can hardly p u t a n y o n e
t o sleep with a sermon. It's been years
since I've p u t a n y o n e t o sleep, a n d
t h a t ' s a bad s i t u a t i o n . "
The service featured t w o n u m b e r s b y
22 m e m b e r s of t h e famed Vienna Boys
Choir.
Gladys Aylward Dies
T h e i n t r e p i d little British missionary
t o China whose s t o r y was depicted in
t h e movie, " T h e Inn of t h e Sixth
H a p p i n e s s , " died in Taipei, Taiwan, of
p n e u m o n i a at*67.
F o r t y years ago t h e p e t i t e parlormaid
told her parents, "Never get me o u t or
pay r a n s o m for me. G o d is sufficient."
She t h e n set o u t from L o n d o n t o China
with a bedroll, a k e t t l e , a saucepan, a
suitcase of c a n n e d food, a little change
and m u c h religious fervor.
T h e zeal of " T h e Small W o m a n " was
t o carry t h e message of Christ t o t h e
Chinese. She settled in Yangcheng
where she j o i n e d Mrs. J e a n n i e Lawson,
veteran missionary. T o g e t h e r t h e y started an i n n for mule drivers. T h e first
w o r d s in Chinese Miss Aylward learned
were, "We have n o bugs, we have n o
fleas. G o o d , good, good—come, c o m e ,
come."

Church News
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Report from the Carlisle Church: more than
fifty attended the Youth Retreat held at
Ashurst this year, Jan 30, 31, and Feb. 1. The
speaker was Rev. Don Urey, Dean of Students
at the Lancaster School of the Bible. Music
was supplied by a trio from there also.
Discussion groups centered on the theme of
the Retreat: "Christ and the Inner Dimension" and the youth were directed in their
discussions by Rev. and Mrs. Urey. Variations
in spiritual depth and growth were discussed
. . . challenge for closer commitment to
Christ was presented . . . three first time decisions for Christ were registered, and some
sixteen previous dedications were reconfirmed. The young people gave a report in the
Sunday evening service at the church. They
sang their theme song, "The Word of God Will
Stand Forever." The presentation was under
the direction of the assistant pastor, Richard
Bright, and Trich Wert, the youth leader.
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CENTRAL CONFERENCE
On Sunday morning, January 4, the Chambersburg congregation witnessed a note-burning ceremony which marked the end of their
indebtedness on their parsonage. Their total
plant is now debt free. Assisting Pastor
Charles W. Rife is Frank Wingert, chairman of
the Trustee Board and Merle Wingert, Secretary-Treasurer of the Trustee Board.
There were 328 present in Sunday school on
the above date. With a growing need for more
adequate facilities for Christian education, it
is hoped that in the not too distant future this
need can be met by launching into a building
program that will provide the additional
facilities that are so badly needed.
On Sunday evening, February 1, Chester
Sollenbergers and Alvin Mussers showed pictures and told of their Holy Land tour, to the
Air Hill congregation. This church was also
the recipient of a totally new Bogen public
address system including amplifier, booster,
speakers, mikes and shielded wiring by the
Chester Sollenbergers.
Pastor John Schock writes in his bulletin
January 2 5 - " O u r pastorate with the Hollowell congregation will terminate January
31. We will move to 320 East Cherry St.,
Elizabethtown, Pa., where we will be associated with the Christian Light Book Store in
addition to the ministry of the Word."
The Paramount Church in Hagerstown, Md.
had as their special speaker, January 11, Rev.
Simon Lehman, Jr., who recently returned
from a world tour of Missions.

ATLANTIC CONFERENCE

The Phoneton Church held a baptism and
membership service on January 25 for three
young couples-Mr. and Mrs. Eugene Heeter,
Mr. and Mrs. Alton Richards and Mr. and Mrs.
Everett Mayabb.
. The Highland congregation, Ohio, conducted an evangelistic crusade during the
week of January 25-February 1 with Bishop
J. N. Hostetter as speaker. This proved to be a
time of blessing for many as the Word was
presented in the morning Bible study hour in
the various homes and in the evening services
at the church.
The Uniontown Church, Ohio, reports:
After the morning message on the "Home" a
special service of dedication for three babies
was held on February 1. Revival services,
February 8-22, were held in the Uniontown
Church by Rev. John Rosenberry as evangelist.

MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Mr. and Mrs. Jesse Lilly observed their
golden wedding anniversary Sunday October
26, 1969. In honor of the occasion open
house was held at the Dallas Center Brethren
in Christ Church. Their children and grandchildren were hosts of the occasion. More
than 100 friends, relatives and neighbors
called to extend best wishes. Mr. and Mrs.
Lilly were married October 26, 1919 at
Quinter, Kansas. They are the parents of three
children: Eldon of Greentown, Ind.; Richard
of Dallas Center; and Cecile, wife of John
Light, Minburn, Iowa.

The Bellevue Park Church, Harrisburg had as
their topic for discussion Sunday evening,
January 25, "Encouraging the Spirit of Evangelism." The first part was a response to Rev.
Richard Halverson's article in the Evangelical
Visitor. The second part a meditation by the
pastor, John K. Stoner.

CANADIAN CONFERENCE
Jerry Zook, Midland, Mich., to be graduated
from McCormick Seminary this spring, has
accepted the pastorate of Massey Place
Church, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan. The installation service is planned for Sunday, July 19.
Mr. Zook took part of his schooling at
Niagara Christian College, Fort Erie, Ontario.
Rev. and Mrs. J. Allan Heise have accepted a
position on the staff of Life Line Mission in
San Francisco. The Heises will share in the
preaching, teaching and administration at
both the church and mission.

The Iowa Churches held their Annual Bible
Conference January 3, 1970 at Dallas Center.
Bishop Arthur Climenhaga of Upland, California was guest speaker for the day. Sunday,
January 18, was the time of the installation
service when Millard Haldeman was installed
as assistant pastor to the Dallas Center congregation.

Evangelical Visitor

INDIA
Message received by Mary Jane Shoalts,
January 5, 1970, from Canada's capitol:
COME TO THE INDIAN EMBASSY TO
HAVE YOUR PASSPORT STAMPED.
With all of you who shared in prayer for the
need at Madhipura Christian Hospital, we
rejoice in the Lord's again calling Mary Jane
to serve in India and in opening the way.
One of the youngest missionary nurses to
enter India, she first went out in 1953,
working in the dispensaries of Saharsa and
Barjora during her first term; and her second
term, at Madhipura Christian Hospital. She
has proved not only her professional competence but also her interest in the spiritual
welfare of patients and of others she contacted. Conversant in Hindi, she was also making
good progress in learning Santali when she left
India.

BIRTHS
Baer: Michele Lynn, born to Mr. and Mrs.
Joseph Baer, January 8, Hollowell congregation.
Bert: Tabitha Ann, born January 31 to
Norman and Barbara Bert, Zambia, Africa
Knight: Scott Eugene, born February 3 to
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Knight, Manheim, Pa.
Miller: Crystal Dawn, born February 2 to
Mr. and Mrs. Calvin Miller, Akron, Ohio.
Perry: Georgia Ann, born January 12 to Mr.
and Mrs. George Perry, West Milton, Ohio.
Rickman: Chris Elwyn, born October 10,
1969, to Mr. and Mrs. Edward Rickman,
University Park, Iowa.
Shilling: Darlene LaVonne, born January 4
to Mr. and Mrs. William Shilling, Hollowell
congregation.
Turner: Todd Marshall, born December 15,
1969, to Mr. and Mrs. William Turner, Akron,
Ohio.
Weisel: Virginia Lynn, born January 10 to
Mr. and Mrs. Norman Weisel, Louisville, Ohio.
Witmer: Julia Faye, born January 12 to Mr.
and Mrs. Ronald Witmer, Manheim, Pa.

Sheets, Ontario, Calif.; and Mrs. Henry Landis
of Thomas, Okla.; two brothers, one sister,
nineteen grandchildren and six great grandFuneral services were held in the Abilene
Brethren in Christ Church with her pastor,
Rev. Glenn Hensel, officiating, assisted by
Rev. Charles Norman. Interment was in the
Abilene Cemetery.
Brauen: Arnold, husband of Vera O. Hoover
Brauen, passed away January 11, 1970, after
an illness of several months.
Brauen: Vera (nee Hoover) was born March
18, 1907, and passed away suddenly January
10, 1970. Both she and her husband were
members of the Clarence Center Brethren in
Christ Church. They are survived by two
daughters: Marguerite, Mrs. Ronald Baumgartner of Versailles, Mo.; Kathryn, Mrs. Laverne
Seibert, East Berlin, Pa.; one son, Benton of
Clarence Center; and five grandchildren.
Double funeral services were conducted from
the Clarence Center Church by Pastor Richard
Long. Interment was in Clarence Center
Cemetery.
Gullo: Joseph Gullo of Duarte, Calif., was
born March 13, 1924 and passed away at
Arcadia, Calif., January 20, 1970. He was a
member of the Methodist Church of the
Foothills, Duarte.'He is survived by his wife,
Ruth; one son, Stanley; and one daughter,
Kathleen; also his mother and a sister. He was
the son-in-law of Mr. and Mrs. Reuben Asper
of Upland. Funeral services were held at the
Douglass and Zook Mortuary, Monrovia, with
Rev. Alvin Burkholder officiating assisted by
Rev. George Norton. Interment was in Live
Oak Memorial Park, Monrovia.
Hall: Rev. David B. Hall, born December 7,
1906 in Upland, Calif., died on January 9,
1970. He was married to the former Mable
Engle who survives. He is also survived by a
son, John E., and a daughter, Mrs. Charles
Diaz, both of Upland; and five grandchildren.
Brother Hall was a member of the Upland
Congregation. In 1932 he and his wife went
to Africa under the Brethren in Christ Mission

WEDDINGS
Deitzel-Shafer: Doris Elaine Shafer, d. of
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond N. Shafer, Waynesboro, Pa. and Daniel Webster Deitzel, Jr., s. of
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel W. Deitzel, Sr., of
Harrisburg, Pa., January 24, with Rev. James
W. Hechler and Rev. Donald Shafer officiating.
Harshaw-Heisey: Emma Jean, d. of Mr. and
Mrs. C. Enos Heisey and Robert Harshaw,
November 29, 1969, by Rev. Cletus Naylor.

OBITUARIES
Book: Elizabeth Crider, daughter of Jacob
and Elizabeth Stoner Crider, was born October 1, 1892, and passed away January 28,
1970. She was married to Rev. Monroe Book
August 12, 1914. Surviving are her husband;
four sons: Eldon and Paul of Abilene, Kan.,
Ethan of Frederick, Md., and Maynard of
Upland, Calif.; two daughters: Mrs. Orville
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Board serving until 1952. During these years
they served in both Zambia and Rhodesia.
The family was en route to Africa on the
ill-fated Zam Zam which was sunk by the
Germans in the South Atlantic. Following this
experience and the resulting extended furlough, Brother Hall was associated with Evangel Press, Nappanee, Ind.
Memorial services were held at the Upland
Church on January 13 with Pastor Elbert
Smith in' charge. He was assisted in the service
by A C. Burkholder and H. H. Brubaker.
Interment was at Ontario. Friends contributed towards a memorial in connection with the
Mtshabezi Bible School.

Robert: F. Celestia Robert, Buffalo, N. Y.,
born at Fisherville, Ontario, March 2 1 , 1*879,
passed away January 26, 1970. She was a
long-time member of the Brethren in Christ
Church, Hawley St., Buffalo, N. Y., and the
wife of the late Elmer A. Robert. She is
survived by three sons: Henry A., Milton W.,
and Edward E.; seven grandchildren; fourteen
great grandchildren and two sisters.
Funeral services were conducted from the
George W. Denneville Funeral Home with
Rev. Michael J. Sheldon officiating. Interment
was in Buffalo Cemetery.
Zook: Arthur C. Zook, Chambersburg, Pa.,
was born September 9, 1897, and passed
away January 9, 1970. He was the son of the
late David and Ella Zook. He served as deacon
22 years, was on the Messiah Children's Home
Board 27 years, and many years on the Board
at Roxbury Camp.
He is survived by his wife, Anna M., four
sons: A. Leroy, Midland, Michigan; Paul K.,
Elizabethtown; Mervin and Earl, both of
Chambersburg; four daughters: Mrs. Bennie
Fadenrecht, York Springs; Mrs. Jacob Glick,
Massillon, Ohio; Mrs. Cecil Wiser, Shippensburg; and Mrs. Harry Kipe, Chambersburg.
Thirty-one grandchildren, six great grandchildren, three brothers and two sisters also
survive.
Funeral services were conducted from the
Chambersburg Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. Charles Rife and Bishop Charlie B. Byers
officiating. Interment in Air Hill Cemetery.

Zion
Pastor
Ordained

The church in which he has served as pastor
since July, 1968 was the setting for the
ordination service for John B. Hawbaker on
Sunday evening, November 9, 1969.
The ordination service was in charge of
Bishop A. M. Climenhaga, Bishop of the
Midwest Conference. He was assisted in the
service by Rev. Monroe M. Book, former
Bishop of the North Dickinson District, and
by Rev. Glenn A. Hensel and Rev. Charles A.
Norman, pastors of the Abilene and Rosebank
congregations respectively.
Pastor Hawbaker was born near Chambersburg, Pa., and converted at an early age. While
in his later teens he received the experience of
sanctification. He was graduated from Messiah
College in 1965 and from Asbury Theological
Seminary in the spring of 1968.
In the summer of 1966 he served as interim
pastor of the Beulah Chapel congregation,
Columbia, Ky., and during his seminary training served in youth work with the Versailles
Church of the Nazarene, Versailles, Ky. He
also serves as secretary of the denomination's
Peace and Social Concerns Commission.
He is married to the former JoLene Decker
of Durham, Kan.
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Between Brethren
f ?H t nh ag - Tod ay - Zomorrow
Norman A. Wingert
Those River Brethren barn meetings! Before the
time of fancy notes and four-part singing, "Uncle
Mart" Oberholzer would line the hymn with an
unforgettable intonation of voice, and the brethren
and sisters, all seated on long benches on the barn
floor between the mows of hay and straw, would
respond in a unison singing that seemed to fuse the
simple spirits into a truly worshipping brotherhood.
It may have been due to the springtime aura that
surrounds childhood and gilds people and events,
but there seemed to be an openness and a
genuineness that wasn't clogged with the appurtenances of pulpit and program, choirs and liturgies.
Senior members of the church say they miss the
warmth, the directness of those days.
My 12-year-old grandson who sat beside me recently in a service where everything moved along
smoothly, decently and in order, said, "Why does
everything have to be so formal?"
Do these appurtenances in a worship service not
make convenient media for the true self to hide
behind! They make it easy for us to wear our
respective respectable masks. We are outgrowing
the altar, the confessional. We are becoming the
elite, the sophisticated. Soft carpet, soft seats and
soft music make us feel real good.
This artificiality carries over into our daily living.
The rush of the age is hindering the communion of
saints. There is much surface living. Telephone calls
end with a thin- "thank you for calling." Cleverness
characterizes conversations; who can top the last
joke? Are we as members of Christ's body so
closely knit that we can sing truthfully, "it gives us
The writer, a former teacher and a veteran relief worker, is at
present in charge of the Reedley, Calif., office of MCC.

inward pain when we asunder part!" Is there the
warmth among us that there was among our
forefathers!
Maybe our youth are giving us the answer. They
are telling us we don't live deep where the realities
are, that we profess more, than we confess. Some
even go so far as to use the ugly word "hypocrite."
Today's hippies and yippies are far, far out, yes,
but just maybe they have a case!
I attended a Sunday morning worship service
recently of which the young people of the church
had full charge, the preacher sitting in the audience. There was an openness and a frankness that
was refreshing:
"Almighty God," they prayed, "we do have Your
gift of life and we do want to live it to the full. We
admit that within us there are seeds of hot anger,
sullen hate, scorn of the lowly, envy of the great.
Sometimes we pretend to be what we are not for
fear that our real selves are unacceptable. We
commit ourselves to activities which we despise.
We are afraid. We don't want to cover up the truth
about ourselves. We want to be honest with You
and with one another. What we want and need is to
believe and feel that You love us now. Refresh us
and cleanse us so that we won't let our own beauty
depend upon making others out to be ugly. Help us
to love each other in the name of Jesus Christ our
Lord. Amen."
Maybe we adults need to do some unmasking and
sincerely cultivate that brotherly concern and
neighbor-love that comes from taking our important selves out of the circus ring. Maybe today's
youth are showing us the way back to the
uncamouflaged sincerity and warmth of our forefathers.
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